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Memo No. NPSSFW/Conv/19/22                                                                        June 11, 2022 

Sri. Piyush Goyal, 
Minister of Commerce and Industry, 
Government of India. 

Sub: Small Scale Fish Workers’ objections to the WTO negotiations on Fisheries Subsidies 

Sir, 

Greetings from the National Platform for Small Scale Fish Workers (NPSSFW) the largest 
organization of small scale fish workers of India having affiliations from small scale fish 
workers’ organizations from 20 states and UTs of the country including maritime states. 

We are given to understand that the biennial meeting of trade ministers from all 164 
member nations is going to take place between June 12 and 15 in Geneva and the 
Government of India delegation has taken a few non-government persons as 
representatives from the fisheries sector.  

We appreciate the efforts taken by the Government of India in resisting the pressure to 
withdraw fisheries subsidies in the WTO negotiations. 
 
The process of negotiations on fisheries’ subsidies at the WTO is not acceptable to the 
small scale fishing communities of India. Fisheries subsidies, especially fisheries 
subsidies to the small scale fisheries relate to livelihood, management and environmental 
concerns. As such these subsidies cannot and should not be determined or disciplined on 
considerations of international Trade. 

We also take this opportunity to communicate our concerns regarding the process of 
choosing non-government persons from fisheries sector as part of India’s delegation to 
Geneva. We find that the process to lack transparency. The small scale fish workers’ 
organizations like NPSSFW were not even informed regarding the constitution of the 
non-government delegation.  

NPSSFW has been discussing the concerns and objections of the small scale fishing 
communities regarding WTO negotiations on fisheries subsidies. A summary of the same 
is appended with this letter for your kind reference.  

  Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Pradip Chatterjee, 
Convener, 

National Platform for Small Scale Fish Workers (NPSSFW) 
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Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to –  
 

1. Shri Parshottam Rupala, Minister of Fisheries, Animal Husbandry and Dairying 

2. Shri Jatindra Nath Swain, Secretary, Fisheries, Government of India. 

3. Shri B.V.R Subrahmanyam, Commerce Secretary, Government of India 

 
  

 

Pradip Chatterjee, 
Convener, 

National Platform for Small Scale Fish Workers (NPSSFW) 
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